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Realizing the Riches We Have

Many friends often tell me, “You save money but never spend it.
When do you plan to enjoy it?” This makes me ponder, “Really! How
to spend money in a meaningful way?”

Last year, | came across a mission trip to Cambodia organized by
Hong Kong Association of Christian Music Ministry Limited (HKACM)
and Metta. As a “second-generation believer,” my parents were eager
for me to join. When I shared this with people at my church, they felt
it was a wonderful opportunity for someone like my age to serve
abroad. However, as the eldest sibling in a family with four children, |
worried that my parents might struggle to support my sister and me
financially for the trip. After praying about it, we decided to reach out
to friends for financial support. With God’s guidance, we successfully
raised HK$8,000 each for the trip.

During the mission, we taught local children English, musical
instruments, and even some Chinese. They quickly grasped the
lessons. Actually they are quite talented butjust lack of opportunities.
Additionally, during our visits to rural areas, | saw many families living
in metal shacks and many children without proper clothing, enduring
very harsh conditions.

At the end of last year, Metta held a fundraising concert in Hong Kong,
where | reunited with friends from Cambodia. | felt the sincerity of
our friendship and, along with my mission teammates, decided to
save money to participate in another mission trip. | did not know how
many people would keep this commitment in their hearts, but | found
a meaningful goal for saving. | realized | needed to practice the Great
Commission a little bit every day: “Therefore go and make disciples
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything |
have commanded you.” (Matthew 28: 19-20a, NIV)

Saving money can be quite simple. In the past, | would have bubble
tea once a week, but to save, | now limit myself to once every two
or three months. While this might seem easy, it’s not simple for me.
When | go shopping with friends and see them buying clothes, toys,
ice cream, and more, | worry about feeling excluded because | am
not spending. However, when | remember the lives of the children in
Cambodia, | realize how blessed | am, which motivates me to resist
the urge to buy non-essentials.

This year, being able to save money and returned to Cambodia, when
I saw the children at the centre, | felt very familiar. Although we had
not seen each other for a year, we quickly engaged in sharing and
supporting one another. What we contributed was minimal, yet we
were able to participate in Metta’s work of transforming the lives of
these children. We only needed to sacrifice a little entertainment
spending, buying one less snack or drink, whether it’s HK$30, HK$50,
HK$100, or HK$300, to provide these children with opportunities to
escape begging, receive an education, and improve their lives. That
is truly meaningful.
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